XI. ASPIRATIONS

had also to encounter the heavy heads
loaded with books. Proud scholars had at
last to relinquish their book-pride before
his fullness of true knowledge. One great
sanyasin learnt from him the practical
Vedanta.   Ramalinga never pretended
ascetism. He was clad in simple white
and with a humble mien he moved with
all. He sought wisdom in silence. It was
believed that sacred ashes from his hands |
had power to cure leprosy and other dis-|
eases. Whenever people approached him for
sacred ashes, he would give them through
some - one near him never showing
himself to the world as an ascetic. He
pondered deeply over the divided menta-
lity, vital "stiffness, obstinate ego, dull
tamas^ false customs, harmful supersti-
tions, learned ignorance, ignorant learning
and the stumbling steps of his f-ellow"
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